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Think About What You Think

"I use the term 'disabled people' quite deliberately, because I subscribe to what's called the social model of disability, which tells us that we are more disabled by the society that we live in than by our bodies and our diagnoses." ~ Stella Young      
Just The Facts...
Disability is a natural part of the human experience. Regardless of age, race, ethnicity, or economic status, people with disabilities make up a significant portion of the population within all communities. In 2010, 18.7% of the civilian non-institutionalized population in the U.S. (about 56.7 million people) had a disability.
Think about these statements as you watch the video and complete the rest of the assignment. Make sure you follow "the instructions."
The Prompt
Elderly citizens with disabilities (Links to an external site.) are people first.  The importance of how to refer to people with disabilities (Links to an external site.) in communication is an extremely important, yet often overlooked, topic of concern. The fact is many services and care delivery models are not based on the needs of older adults, and, too often, the lack of awareness about the disabilities (Links to an external site.) of the elderly results in ageism (Links to an external site.) against our most vulnerable citizens (Links to an external site.). Focusing on the person in our communications, and not focusing on the disability first, is not “political correctness,” it is showing respect for the dignity of the individual (Links to an external site.). 
The Instructions
1. View the "Biggest Mistakes when Communicating with Seniors?" video here. (Links to an external site.)
2. Referencing the video, your textbook, and other resources, (Links to an external site.) discuss the challenges of aging and ageism (Links to an external site.)  in an increasingly disabled elderly population. (Links to an external site.) 
3. What is "the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990," and what it is designed to accomplish (pgs. 260-261)?
Note:
1. Word count is 300-500 words
2. You must submit a post BEFORE you can see your classmates posts. 
3. Ideally, your response to your classmates should consist of a complete thought that contributes to the dialogue and furthers the discussion. 
4. There are no right or wrong responses, so share your knowledge, insights and thoughts freely.
5. but please be respectful to one another as you explore and discuss your ideas. 
6. See the discussion rubric (in rubric link on the navigation bar) for grading criteria.
7. Discussion is due on Sunday May 9, 2021 at 11:59pm.

